Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.041; wR factor = 0.117; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.0.
In the title compound, [Cu(C 12 H 16 NO 5 ) 2 ]Á2H 2 O, the Cu II ion adopts a trans-CuN 2 O 4 octahedral geometry arising from two N,O,O 0 -tridentate 6-methoxy-2-{[tris(hydroxymethyl)methyl]-iminomethyl}phenolate ligands. The Jahn-Teller distortion of the copper centre is unusally small. In the crystal structure, O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, some of which are bifurcated, link the component species.
Related literature
For the ligand synthesis, see : Wang et al. (2007) . For background on Schiff base complexes, see: Ward (2007) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Cu(C 12 Table 1 Selected bond lengths (Å ). Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2004 ); cell refinement: SAINTPlus (Bruker, 2001) (Ward, 2007) . Herein, we report the crystal structure of the title compound, (I), based on a Schiff base ligand, L, (E)-2-(2-hydroxy-3-methoxybenzylideneamino)-2-(hydroxymethyl)propane-1,3-diol, (Fig. 1) .
The Cu II ion in (I) is surrounded by two L -1 ligands and hexa-coordinated by four oxygen atoms and two nitrogen atoms, with a slightly distorted octahedral coordination sphere ( Table 1 ). The metal-ligand bond distances are similar to those in a related structure (Wang et al., 2007) . In the crystal, a network of O-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 2) help to establish the packing.
The ligand (HL) was synthesized according to the literature method (Wang et al., 2007 
Refinement
The non-water H atoms were geometrically placed (C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å, O-H = 0.82 Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (carrier) or 1.5U eq (methyl C). The water H atoms were located in a difference map and reifned with restraints of O-H = 0.82 (2)Å and H···H = 1.37 (2)Å and with U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (O).
Figures Fig. 1 . A view of (I) with Displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level. 
